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Longumque pulchré flemma repetit a Ledé. | Marr. 
To M. TOWN. 


T has been my good fortune to be born 
of a family, that is recorded in the Herald’s 
xy Dictionary, as one of the moft antient in 






=< or Re the kingdom: We are fuppofed to have 
ow come into England with William the Con- 
queror.. Upon my acceffion fome years ago to my elder 
brother’s eftate and title of a Baronet, I received a vifit from 
Rouge Dragon, Efq; Purfuivant at Arms, to congratulate 
me upon my new rank of a Vavafour, and to know whether 
I fhould chufe to bear the dexter bafe points of the Lady Ifa- 
bel’s Saltire in chief, or only her Siniffer corners; fhe being 
one of the feventeen coheirefles of my great great great 
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great gréat grafidfathiet’s fourth wife Dorothy, the daughter 
arid fole heirefs of Simon de la Frogpool of Croakbam in Suf- 
folk. This unexpeéted vifit muft have difconcerted me to 
an invincible degree, if upon recollection I had not only re- 
membered Mr. Rouge Dragon asa conftant companion to 
my late brother, but as a kind of tutor in initiating him 
itd the Science of Hetaldy, and thé Civil and Military 
Atchievements, to which our nobility and gentry are entitled. 
As foon, théfefore, as’I could recover myfélf from my firft 
furprife in hearing an unknown Engli/h language, I hum- 
bly thanikéd Mr. Dragon for the pains he had taken in con- 
fidering my Coat of Arms fo minutely, but hoped he would 
give himfelf no farther trouble upon my account : becaufe I 
was fully determined to dear the plain Shield of my grand- 
father Sir Peter, without taking the leaft notice of Lady 
Tfabel’'s Saltire in chief, or even of her Sinifler corners. 


Be it to my fhame or not, I muft confefs that Heraldry 
is a {cience, which I have never much cultivated: nor do 
I find it very prevalent among the fafhionable ftudies of the 
age. Arms, and Armorial tokens, may, I fuppofe, be regu- 
larly diftinguifhed, and properly emblazoned, upon thé family 
plate to which they belong : but I have obferved of late, that 
thefe hontorable enfigns aré not confined entirely to their proper 
owners, but are ufurped by every body, who thinks fit to 
take them ; infomuch that there is fcarce an hackney coach 
in London, which is not in poffeffion of a Ducal Creft, an Earl’s 
Coronet, or a Baronet’s Bloody Hand, This has often given 
me great offence, as it reflects a fcandal on our nobility and 
gentry: and I cannot but think it very indecent for a Duke’s 
coach to be feen waiting at a night-cellar while the coach- 
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man is tipping off a glafs of gin, or for a Countefs’s landau 
to fet down ladies at the door of a common bawdy-houfe. 
I remember I was one morning difturbed at my breakfaft by 
a fathionable rap at my door; when looking out of my 


window I faw the coach of the lady dowager drawn 





up before it. I was extremely furprifed at fo early and un- 
expected a vifit from her ladyfhip; and while I was pre- 
paring to receive her, I over-heard her ladyfhip at high 
words with her coachman in my entry ; when ftepping to the 
ftair-cafe I found that they were {quabbling together about 
fixpence, and foon perceived that her ladythip was dwindled 
into one of my houfe-maids. This badge of nobility, affu- 
med at random according to the fancy of the coach-painter, 
I have found inconvenient on other occafions: for I once 
travelled from London to Derby in an hired chariot finely or- 
namented with a Vifcount’s cypher and coronet; by which 
noble circumftance I was compelled in every inn to pay as 
a Lord, though I was not at that time even a fimple Baronet, 
or (in the language of my friend Mr. Dragon) arrived to 
the dignity of a Vavafour. 


I Have, indeed, fometimes doubted, whether nobility 
and high rank are of that real advantage, which they are 
generally efteemed to be: and I am almoft inclined to think, 
that they anfwer no other defirable end, than as far as they 
indulge our vanity and oftentation. A long roll of ennobled 
anceftors makes, I confefs, a very alluring appearance : 
To fee coronet after coronet paffing before our view in an 
uninterrupted fucceflion, is the moft foothing profpedt, that 
perhaps can prefent itfelf to the eye of human pride: The 
exaltation that we feel upon fuch a review takes rife in a 
vifionary and fecret piece of flattery, that as glorious, and as 
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long, or even a longer line of future coronets may fpring 


from ourfelves, as have depended from our anceftors. We 

read in Virgil, that Anchifes, to infpire his fon with the 
_Propereft incitement to virtue, fhews him a .long race of 
kings, emperors, and heroes, whom Zneas is fore-doomed 
to give rife to: and the mifery of Macbeth is made by 
Shakefpeare to proceed, lefs from the confcioufnefs of guilt, 

than from the difappointed pride, ‘that none of his own race 
fhall fucceed him. in the throne. . 


Tue pride of anceftry, and the defire of continuing our 
lineage, when they-tend to an incitement of virtuous and 
noble actions, are undoubtedly: laudable ; and ¥ fhould per- 
haps have indulged *myfelf in the pleafing reflection, had 
not 4 particular ftory n/a French Novel, which I lately met 
with, put a ftop to all vain glories, that can poffibly be 
deduced from-a long race of progenitors; ° 


_ “© A Nopieman of an antient houfe, of very high rank 
** and great fortune,” fays the Novellift, “* died’ fuddenly, 
«and without being permitted to ftop at Purgatory, was 
‘* fent down immediately into Hell. He had not been long 
« there, before he: met with his coachman Thomas, who 
« like his noble: mafter was gnafhing his teeth among the 
‘damned. Thomas, furprifed to behold his lordthip amidft 
« the fharpets, thieves, pickpockets, and all the Canaille of 
** Hell, ftarted and cried out in a tone of admiration, 
*¢ Is it poffible that I fee my late mafter among Lucifer’s 
*€ tribe of beggars, rogues, and pilferers ? How much am 
“ I aftonifhed to find your lordfhip in this place? Your 
“« lordthip ! whofe generofity was fo great, whofe affluent 
‘s, houfekeeping drew {uch- crowds of nobility, gentry, and 
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“ friends to your table, and within your gates, and whofe 
“fine tafte employed fuch numbers of poor in your gardens, 
“ by building temples and obelifks, and by forming, lakes 
“« of water, that feemed to vye with the largeft oceans of 
* the creation, Pray, my lord, if I may be fo bold, what 
** crime has brought your lordfhip into this curfed aflembly? 
** —-Ah, Thomas, replied his lordfhip with his ufual con- 
** defcenfion, I have been fent hither for having defrauded 
© my royal mafter, and cheating the widows and fatherlefs, 
* folely to enrich, and purchafe titles, honours, and eftates 
for that ungrateful rafcal my only fon. But prithee, Tho- 
“« mas, tell me, as thou didft always feem to be an honeft, 
* careful, fober fervant, what brought thee hither? Alas ! 
“ my noble lord, replied Thomas, I was fent hither for be- 
** getting that Son.”’ 
I am, Sir, your moft bumble Servant, 


REGINALD FITZWORM. 


I must agree with my correfpondent, that the ftudy of 
Heraldry is at prefent in very little repute among us ; and 
our nobility are more anxious about preferving the genealogy 
of their horfes, than of their own family. Whatever value 
their progenitors may have formerly fet upon their Blood, it 
is now found to be of no value, when put into the fcale 
and weighed againft folid plebeian gold: Nor would the 
moft illuftrious defcendant from Cadwallader, or the Irifh 
Kings, fcruple to debafe his lineage by an alliance with the 
daughter of a city-plumb, though all her anceftors were 
yeomen, and none of her family ever Gore arms. Titles of 
quality, when the owners have no other merit to recommend 
them, are of no more eftimation, than thofe which the 
courtefy of the vulgar have beftowed on the deformed: and 
when I look over a long Tree of Defcent, ] fometimes 
fancy I can difcover the real characters of Sharpers, Repro- 
bates, and Plunderers of their Country, concealed under the 
titles of Dukes, Earls, and Vifcounts. 


Ir is well known, that the very fervants, in the abfence 
of their mafter, affume the fame titles; ard Jom or Harry, 
the butler or groom of his Grace, is always my Lord Duke 
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in the kitchen or ftables. For this reafon I have thought 
proper to prefent my reader with the Pedigree of a Footman, 
drawn up in the fame founding titles, as are fo pompoufly 
difplayed on thefe occafions: and I dare fay it will appear 
no lefs illuftrious, than the pedigrees of many families, which 
are neither celebrated for their actions, nor diftinguifhed by 
their virtues. 


Tue Family of the Skips, or Sk1Pp-KENNELS, is very 
antient and noble. The founder of it Maitre ‘faques came 
into England with the Dutchefs of Mazarine. He was fon 
of a Prince of the Blood, his mother one of the Mefdames 
of France: 'This family is therefore related to the moft illuf- 
trious Maitres d’ Hotél and Valets de Chambre of that kindgom. 
‘faques had iffue two Sons, viz. Robert and Paul ; of whom 
Paul the youngeft was invefted with the purple before he 
was eighteen, and made a Bifhop, and foon after became an 
Archbifhop, Robert, the elder, came to be a Duke, but 
died without iffue: Paul, the Archbifhop, left behind him 
an only daughter, Barbara, bafe-born, who was afterwards 
Maid of Honour; and inter-marrying with a Lord of the 
Bed-chamber, had a very numerous iflue by him; vz. Re- 
becca, born a week after their marriage, and died young ; 
Fofeph, firft a Squire, afterwards Knighted, High Sheriff 
of a County, and Colonel of the Militia; Peter, raifed from 
a Cabin-Boy to a Lord of the Admiralty ; William, a Faggot 
in the Firft Regiment of the Guards, and a Brigadier ; Tho- 
mas, at firft an Earl’s Eldeft Son, and afterwards Lord Mayor 
of the City of London. The feveral branches of this family 
were no lefs diftinguithed for their illuftrious progeny. ‘fagues 
the founder, firft quartered lace on his coat, and Robert added 
the fhoulder-knot. Some of them, indeed, met with great 
trouble: ArchbifhopPaul loft his See for getting a cook-maid 
with child; Bardara, the Maid of Honour, was difmiffed 
with a big belly; Brigadier Wi//am was killed by a Chairman 
in a pitched battle at an ale-houfe ; the Lord of the Admi- 
ralty was tranfported for feven years; and Duke Rodert had 
the misfortune to be hanged at Tydurn, 














